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UM LAUNCHES FINAL PHASE OF $1.1 MILLION BUILDING FUND DRIVE

Brown /mmm
2/27/82
state + weeklies
not Missoula,
Billings

MISSOULA-At a joint meeting Saturday of the boards of the University of Montana Alumni
Association and the UM Foundation, the University launched the public phase of its
"A Future for the Arts" campaign.

The campaign seeks to raise $1.1 million for the

new Fine Arts/Radio-television building.
UM President Neil Bucklew announced that the campaign has already received contri
butions or commitments of nearly $400,000.
appeal by Jack Dietrich

Bucklew was joined in announcing the public

of Billings, president of the UM Foundation, and Janet Cox,

also of Billings, president of the UM Alumni Association.
The planned public appeal will involve direct mail solicitation of 43,000 alumni,
friends, students, parents of students, faculty members and UM staff.
The meeting also marked the start of the UM Alumni Association's Buy-a-Seat program.
During the next three months the members of the association will symbolically sell each
of the 500 seats in the fine arts building's main theater.
Together, the general appeal and the Buy-a-Seat campaign are expected to raise
more than $600,000.
The Future for the Arts Campaign has been under way since September, but fund
raising efforts until now have been concentrated on foundations, corporations and indi
viduals with the ability to make large gifts.
The campaign is necessary because when the 1981 Montana Legislature approved
construction of the fine arts/radio-television building, it appropriated only $7.5
million toward the estimated $8.6 million cost.
(over)

The University was authorized to seek

UM launches fund drive-- add one

the balance from private sources.
The building, scheduled to be built later this year, is Montana's largest state
construction project ever and should provide a welcome boost to the western
Montana economy.
Bucklew said that incorporating the needs of both radio-television and the
performing arts in a single building was a highly efficient use of state funds
and should greatly enhance both programs.

He pointed out that UM has been a

leader in the performing arts for many years and that communications is one of
today's fastest growing fields.
Having both programs in the same building will not only increase the versa
tility of UM's graduates but will greatly increase the University's ability to
bring cultural events to cities and towns around the state.

Plays, concerts,

and dance performances will be videotaped and made available to school and commun
ity groups throughout Montana.
"Benefits from this new facility will extend far beyond the campus," said
Bucklew.
Bucklew also said that the University welcomes gifts -- which are tax deductible
for federal and Montana income tax purposes -- from Montanans who care about the
future of communications and the arts in the state and the region.
Individuals who would like to "buy-a-seat" or contribute to the campaign should
write to the University of Montana Foundation, 600 University Ave., Missoula, MT 59812.
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